
The Gospel of the 

Left and Right 

“My right gives 

way, my left yields, 

everything's fine–   

I shall attack!” 



The Gospel of the 

Left and Right 

“Heresy is a 

truth taken to 

an extreme.” 

 











STUDYING THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

THE BOOK OF BEGINNINGS 





THE GOSPEL OF THE 

 LEFT AND RIGHT  



THE GOSPEL OF THE 

 LEFT AND RIGHT  



DANGER LURKS TO THE RIGHT 

AND LEFT!  



THE GOSPEL OF THE 

LEFT AND THE RIGHT  



What do these terms 

mean?  



Webster’s Dictionary 

CONSERVATIVE: 

 “Respecting old institutions, 

methods, customs; adhering to 

what is old or established; not 

given to change merely for the 

sake of change.”  



LIBERAL: 

 “Free: not literal or strict.” 

 --n.  “One who advocates greater 

freedom of thought or action.”  

Webster’s Dictionary 



Vest Pocket Dictionary 

CONSERVATIVE 

– “One who is 

opposed to 

change.”  

LIBERAL 

– “One who 

favors reform.” 



These are relative terms politically 

CONSERVATIVE 

 In the US.   

• Sanctity of life 

• Traditional 

marriage 

LIBERAL 

In Russia 

• Against 

oppressive govt.  

• For civil liberties 



These are relative terms 

theologically 
CONSERVATIVE 

 “One cuppers”   

 

LIBERAL 

“Multiplicity of cups”  



What about Jesus? 

CONSERVATIVE 

• The Law 

• God’s will 

• Morality   

 

LIBERAL 

• Jewish Tradition 

• Religious 

orthodoxy 

• Associations 

• Life style  



Churches of Christ 

TOPICS: 

Authority 

Activities 

Organization 

Morals 

Discipline 

PAST: 
Strict 

Evan/Edi/Bene 

Ind. Cong 

High Standards 

Practiced  



TOPICS: 

Authority 

Activities 

Organization 

Morals 

Discipline 

PRESENT: 

LOOSE 

“Whole man” 

Institutions 

More Worldly 

Lax or non-existent 

Churches of Christ 







APPLICATION 

• Avoid pejorative terms (2 Tim 2:24-

25).  Be respectful and kind.  

• Be careful not to confuse a matter of 

local autonomy with digression.  

• Avoid the party spirit (Gal 5:20). 

• Be careful about fellowship and 

judging eternal destinies (Gal 5:15). 

• Avoid being overly simplistic!  


