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This sourcebook provides supplementary material after having presented Ken Craig’s “The Big Picture of 

the Bible” to a truth seeker, or after having presented the basic gospel using some other evangelistic 

method.   This material is not inspired and therefore should never be used by itself as authoritative 

evidence in place of scripture.  However, I have found it to be very useful when studying with someone 

about the New Testament church and especially,  the apostasy and reformation.  You may want to use 

these historical facts as an additional validation of what the scriptures are teaching.   This material is 

especially useful when a person is doubtful about the importance of these issues, or the proper Biblical 

interpretation.   One way to validate the Biblical arguments is to simply ask,   What did the early 

Christians, who were under the tutelage of the early apostles, believe and practice?  Surely they knew 

and understood these principles correctly, after all, they had the apostles and their students to use as 

a reference point.  My philosophy has always been, when in doubt as to what a Biblical text means, look 

to the very early historical documents that have been preserved for guidance.    

It is important to emphasize that while studying these quotes and sharing them with others, we do not 

quote these early Christians because their opinions are important.  We quote them, rather, to show 

what the historical facts were concerning the nature of the early church.  Alexander Campbell, while 

himself quoting early Christians in his book, “The Christian System,” said it best:   

“Here again I would remind the reader, that it is as witnesses in question of fact, and not of 

opinion, we summon these ancients.  It is not to tell their opinions, nor the reasons for them, 

but to depose what were the views of Christians on this institution in their times.”  

An effective soul winner needs to be knowledgeable in the area of early church history in order to be the 

most persuasive.  If you are like me, you will find it not only a valuable resource in teaching others.  but  

a personal faith builder.  

This source book is simply a complication of research done from scores of sources that are readily 

available, with very little human comment.  I give special thanks to Glenn McClister and others who 

assisted with much of the behind the scenes research.  This material has never been copyrighted and is 

not available for sale.  If you would like extra copies, make as you need!   

The presentation of this material is best done as needed, given the prospect’s background, rather than 

presenting this to them all at once.  This is not a sterile, disinterested, intellectual inquiry into early 

church history. It is intended to prove to the lost and others what the New Testament church was like,  

so that, after identifying these truths, we may all unite upon them to the glory of God.   Use these 

quotes, only after the relevant Bible passages have been taught, to show what it means to follow the 

apostolic pattern.  When used in this way the impact can be very powerful.  
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This book is photo-copied rather than printed, with the entire page and the original source materials 

visible so one may go to any public library and check out these sources.  This way,  people can see that 

these quotes are in context and have not been “doctored.”   This documentation does not come from 

members of the churches of Christ, but from reputable historians with no particular doctrinal bias. As a 

result,  you will find these particularly persuasive to any sincere truth seeker.  

I also want to recommend several excellent resources by Mr. David Bercot.  His classic book,  “Will the 

Real Heretic Please Stand Up,”  is a real eye-opener along with his challenge to the Christian lifestyle and 

teachings about the kingdom in his book “The Kingdom that Turned the World Upside Down.” He also 

has a fascinating reference work I have found useful entitled “A Dictionary of Early Christian Beliefs.”   

You can find a complete catalogue of helpful materials on early church history by visiting his website 

www.scrollpublishing.com.  Obviously, these references are not endorsed 100%  by me, but I have found 

them honestly done, accurate, and  helpful.  I believe they will take your study of early church history to 

an entirely new level!  

I want to thank you, the reader, for your interest and willingness in studying “The Witness of History.”  I 

believe is shows  your love for truth and for the souls of others.   Many additional helpful resources for 

the soul winner can be found at www.kirklandchurchofChrist.com.  Click on the “Big Picture of the Bible” 

icon which reads:  “Resources for those interested in learning and sharing the Big Picture of the Bible.”  

One tab is for the soul winner, and the other for the truth seeker.  I hope you will find these resources 

helpful in your evangelistic efforts!  Feel free to email me if you have any suggestions as to how these 

resources might be made more useful.  

In closing, I dedicate this new edition of the “Witness of History” to those whom I am currently 

mentoring in sharing the gospel through “The Big Picture of the Bible” flip charts, at the Kirkland church 

of Christ.  They have been an inspiration to me and have made my labors here especially rewarding.  My 

special thanks to them,  and to all that use this humble resource as a way to truly serve as lights in the 

world, in order to help lead people to Jesus Christ, our Savior and guide in all things!  

Your brother in Christ,  

 

C.   Brent Hunter 
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